Primary cutaneous CD30+ large cell B-cell lymphoma: a series of 10 cases.
White CD30 expression is described in extracutaneous diffuse large B-cell lymphomas, a primary cutaneous B-cell lymphoma (PCBCL) equivalent is not well defined. Between June 1999 and July 2002 the authors encountered 10 patients with CD30+ PCBCLs of the large cell type. The patients comprised seven women and three men; five patients were over 80 years of age, all except one presenting with solitary plaques. With the exception of one death from myocardial infarction and one recurrence, all patients are well at a mean follow-up of 23.4 months. Skin biopsies showed a background of T-cell-rich reactive lymphoid hyperplasia in 7 of 10 patients, with variable granulomatous inflammation in 5 cases. The neoplastic large cells were immunoblastic in appearance. In four patients the infiltrate was dominated by large cells. In the remaining patients the reactive infiltrate defined the dominant cell population. The neoplastic cells expressed CD20, CD30, CD43, and BCL-2. In two cases associated with methotrexate therapy, Epstein-Barr virus expression was observed amid the neoplastic cell populace. CD30+ PCBCL is a distinctive form of B-cell lymphoma presenting in elderly patients and can be associated with a very good prognosis. In some patients the intensity of reactive inflammation obscures the diagnosis. In the authors' experience almost a third of the cases were associated with Epstein-Barr virus infection and methotrexate therapy, suggesting a distinctive association.